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Education: 
  

Ph.D. 2000, Departm ent  of Anthropology,  Tem ple Universit y, Philadelphia. 
Tit le:  Choreographing Modernit y:  Kathak Dance,  Public Culture and Wom enÕs 

Ident it y in I ndia. 
The research was supported by a grant  from  the I ndia Foundat ion for  t he 
Arts, an independent  nat ional grant  agency in Bangalore, and a fellowship 
from  the Graduate School of Tem ple Universit y.  
  
Bachelor of Arts in English Lit erature,  1986, Jadavpur Universit y,  Calcut ta. 

 
Dance Training: 

 
Kathak t raining under Guru Bandana Sen at  Nupur Dance Academ y and 
Pundit  Vijay Shankar at  Padat ik  Dance Cent re, altogether  for over twenty 
years. 
 
Junior  and Senior  Diplom as in Kathak dance from  Governm ent  of West  
Bengal,  I ndia. 
 
Diplom a in Perform ance Art ,  Children's Lit t le Theat re,  Calcut ta. 
 
Trained in Bharatanat yam , Kathak, Kathakali and folk dances of I ndia under 
renowned gurus in I ndia such as Shankar Narayan, Balkrishna Menon,  Kanai 
Dut ta,  Maya Chat t er j ee. 

 
Relevant employment history: 
 

2002- ,  Assistant  Professor, Departm ent  of Music and Dance, Swarthm ore 
College. 

 
2000Ñ 2002, Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow , Departm ent  of Music and Dance,  

Swarthm ore College. 
 
1999-2000,  Part  t im e facult y, Departm ent  of Anthropology, Bryn Mawr 

College. 
  
1995-1998 Part  t im e faculty , I nst ructor, and Teaching Assistant , Departm ent  

of Anthropology,  Tem ple University. 
 
   



Teaching: 
 
Academ ic 
 

Polit ics and Aesthet ics of Classical I ndian Dance.    Swarthm ore College.   
The course uses t heories from  Anthropology, Gender,  Per form ance and 
Postcolonial Studies for exam ining how not ions of t radit ion, m odernit y,  
and globalit y shape t he changing m eaning of classical dance and 
cultural ident it y in I ndia.   Cross-List ed w ith Anthropology and Wom enÕs 
Studies.     

 
Mapping Culture Through Dance.   Swarthm ore College.  

The course uses Anthropology and Gender theory for  exam ining how 
cultural ident it ies are const ructed t hrough dance.  I ncludes 
ethnography of South Asian ( I ndian classical dance sty les) ,  Brazilian 
(Capoeira) ,  North Am er ican (Contact  Im provisat ion) ,  and West  Afr ican 
(Yoruba)  sty les.   Cross-List ed w it h Anthropology. 

   
Cont inuit ies in Afr ican Dance.  Bryn Mawr College,  Anthropology Departm ent . 

I ndependent ly  designed course on Power and Resistance through 
Dance.   I t  included Vodou,  Capoeira,  and Hip Hop sty les am ong 
others.     

 
Classical I ndian Dance from  Nat ionalism  to Globalizat ion.  Bryn Mawr College, 

Dance program .    
I ndependent ly  designed course on Anthropology, Culture Studies,  and 
Gender.   I t  included a variety  of regional st yles such as 
Bharatanat yam , Kathak,  Odissi and Kathakali in the context  of culture,  
power and hist ory. 

 
Global/ Local Perspect ives on Asian Pacific Am er ican I dent it ies.  Bryn Mawr 

College,  Anthropology Departm ent   
( Joint ly  taught  w it h Prof.  Steve Ferzacca) .  The course uses a 
com binat ion of ethnography,  h istorical sources, lit erature,  film ,  m usic, 
dance,  and other  expressive form s to explore Asian Pacif ic Am erican 
ident ity  form at ions in North Am erica. 

 
Cult ures of the World.  Tem ple University .   

I nt roductory survey of Cultural Anthropology. 
 
Origins of Cultural Diversity.   Tem ple University.    

I nt roductory survey of Physical Anthropology and Archaeology.   
 

Pat t erns of Asian Dance and Music.  Swarthm ore College,  Music (PDC) .    
The course exam ines converging and diverging pat t erns in Asian dance 
and m usic.  The focus w ill be on dance t radit ions of I ndonesia,  I ndia,  
Sr i Lanka, Afghanistan,  t he Philippines,  and Japan, and w ill incorporate 
m usical t radit ions that  are integral to dance. Cross- list ed with Asian 
Studies and Music 

 
 Anthropology of Dance.  Swarthm ore College and Bryn Mawr College    

This course int roduces various approaches to t he study of dance 
anthropology ranging from  linguist ic anthropology and non- verbal 



com m unicat ion t o the discourses of cult ure and power.   Cross- list ed 
with Anthropology. 
 

Tradit ion and I nnovat ion:  Context s and Considerat ions.   Joint ly  taught  with 
Professor  Sharon Freidler in Poland for  t he int ernat ional contem porary 
Dance Fest ival in Bytom .  I t  included com parat ive analysis of dance 
techniques and their  relat ionship to cultures in I ndia,  Afr ica, and North 
Am erica. 

 
Dance Technique 

 
Technique course on Kathak dance.  Swarthm ore College and Bryn Mawr 

College. 
 
Kathak Repertory .  Swarthm ore College.    

I ncludes discussions on aesthet ics and history  of Kathak along w it h 
int ensive t raining on Kathak t echnique.  Ends in the product ion of a 
choreographed dance piece using t echnical and academ ic know ledge 
gained in the course.    

 
Dance Com posit ion.  Swarthm ore College.    

I ncluded choreographing a dance piece t it led ÒTranslat ionsÓ for  a 
student  concert . 

 
Publications: 
 

Chakravorty, Pallabi.  2007.  BELLS OF CHANGE: KATHAK DANCE, 
WOMEN, AND MODERNITY IN INDIA.  Calcutta: Seagull Books 

 
Chakravort y Pallabi and Scot t  Kugle.   For thcom ing.  Per form ing Ecstasy:  The 

Polit ics and Poet ics of Religion in South Asia.   I ndiana University  Press.   
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  Fort hcom ing.  Choreographies of Modernit y:  The Mult iple 

Narrat ives of I ndiaÕs Kathak Dance.  Dance Research Journal. Refereed 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2006.  Som e Lim it s Of Orientalism :  The Discourse of 

Heritage in Classical I ndian Dance I n Reor ient ing Or ientalism ,  Chandrei 
Niyogi,  Editor.  New Delhi:  Sage 

  
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2005.  ÒBhakt i in Modernit y and Modernit y  in Bhakt i:  

Kathak and KabirÓ.   Moving Wor lds:  A Journal of Transcultural 
Writ ings,  Vol 5:  2. Refereed 

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2004.   ÒDance,  Pleasure,  and I ndian Wom en as 

Mult isensor ial Subj ect sÓ,  Visual Anthropology.   March,  Vol.  17 ( 1) ,  1-
17.  Refereed 

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2004.  ÒKathak in Calcut ta:  A Story  of Tradit ion and 

Change.Ó In Cult ure Studies:  An I nt roduct ion for  I ndian Readers,  
Nilanjana Gupta (Ed.) ,  Worldview  Press:  New Delhi. 

 



Chakravort y,  Pallabi (Editor) . 2004.  Dance I n South Asia:  New Approaches,  
Polit ics, and Aesthet ics,  Proceedings.   Swarthm ore College Cooper 
Publicat ion .   

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2004. ÒAgency in Tradit ion:  Gendered Subj ect iv it y 

through the Pract ice of Kathak.Ó I n Dance in South Asia:  New 
Approaches,  Polit ics, and Aesthet ics,  Proceedings,  Pallabi Chakravorty  
(Ed.) .  Swarthm ore College Cooper Publicat ion.  

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2004.   ÒI n Search of a Past  for the PresentÓ.   Pulse.  

Sum m er, Volum e #  8,  P:  20-22. 
 

Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2003.   South Asian Dance:  Com ing of Age in U.S 
Universit ies.   Pulse.   Winter , Volum e #  4: 14-15 

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2002.  Sym posium  on South Asian Dance (a report ) .   

Dance Research Journal 34/ 2, Winter,  P: 121-124. Refereed 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2002. Kathak in Calcut ta:  A Story of Tradit ion and 

Change. Society  of Dance History  Scholars Proceedings.  June 2002,  P:  
15-20.   

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2002  Runaway Wives:  Custom ary Divorce and 

Rem arriage in Shivpur i Dist rict .   Film  Review .  Visual Anthropology 
Review,Vol.18 (1- 2) .  

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2002.   Dance Sym posium  on South Asia.  Srut i  August ,  

I ssue 215:  33-35  
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2000. From  I ntercult uralism  to Histor icism :  Reflect ions 

on Classical I ndian dance",  Dance Research Journal 32/ 2 Winter  
2000/ 01:  100-111.  Refereed 

 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  1998. Dance, Hegem ony,  and Nat ion:  The Const ruct ion 

of Classical Dance in I ndia,  South Asia 21:  107- 120.  Refereed 
 
 
 

Other  Writ ing 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.  2006.   Review of t he Film  ÒGuria,  Gossip and 

Globalizat ionÓ by Am elia Macizewsky for  H-Gender-MidEast  Review. 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2006.   ÒSt itching it  Together:  A Report  on the Live 

Tradit ion Fest ivalÓ.  Celebrasia. 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   2005.  ÒLet t er to the EditorÓ.  Dance Research Journal.  

37/ 1 
 
Chakravort y,  Pallabi.   1997.   ÒReaders FeedbackÓ, Lit t le I ndia. 
 
Num erous ar t icles were published in The Telegraph where I  worked as a 
dance crit ic.    



Ethnographic Film 
 
Kathak in the Cit y:  Wom en of Calcut ta Speak and Dance.  A 20-m inute 

ethnographic film  on t he wom en pract it ioners of Kathak dance in 
Calcut ta;  in collaborat ion wit h Sanjoy Chakravorty  and Cate Leonard.    

 
In Preparation: 

 
Paper t it led ÒDancing Utopia:  The Narrat ives of Nat ion and Gender in 

Courtesan Film sÓ to be subm it t ed to Visual Anthropology. 
 
Organizing an I nternat ional Conference t it led Dance Mat ters wit h Jadavpur 

Universit y,  Departm ent  of Media,  Com m unicat ion, and Cult ure t o be 
held in Kolkata, August  10-11,  2006.  

 
Presentations: Papers 

 
2006 ÒDancing Desire in Bollywood Film sÓ to be presented at  the Brit ish 

Forum  for  Ethnom usicology Annual Conference,  The University  Of 
Winchester, U.K.,  March. 

 
2006   ÒBeyond Param paraÓ to be presented at  ÒKathak at  t he CrossroadsÓ,  

an I nternat ional Kathak Conference in San Francisco,  Septem ber.   Also 
serving on a panel for  select ion of conference abst ract s. 

 
2005 ÒBhakt i in Modernit y  and Modernity  in Bhakt i:  Kathak and it s 

I ncarnat ions.Ó Conference on Perform ing Arts and South Asian 
Lit erature,  School of English,  Universit y of Leeds, U.K. , March. 

 
2004  ÒPaths of Convergence:  Kathak and Kabir .Ó Conference on Perform ing 

Ecstasy (organizer) , Swarthm ore College,  October. 
 
2004 ÒSom e Lim it s of Orientalism :  I n Search of Cult ural Her itage.Ó 

Internat ional sym posium  based on works of Edward Said t it led 
Rereading Or ientalism , Jadavpur University,  Kolkata.   

 
2004 ÒDancing Utopia:  The Narrat ives of Nat ion and Gender in Courtesan 

Film s.Ó Societ y of Dance History  Scholars Conference ( SDHS) , Duke 
Universit y,  Durham . 

 
2004 ÒCourtesan Dance in Hindi Film s:  Nat ion and t he ÒOtherÓ Wom en in 

I ndiaÕs Public Sphere.Ó Annual Conference of Popular Cult ural 
Associat ion ( PCA) ,  San Antonio,  Texas. 

 
2003  ÒKathak and Gender I dent it y in I ndia.Ó Perform ance Studies 

Departm ent  at  Texas A and M Universit y. 
  
2002  ÒAgency in Tradit ion:  Gendered Subj ect ivity  through t he Pract ice of 

Kathak.Ó  South Asian Dance Sym posium  ( Organizer) .   Swarthm ore 
College. 

 
2002  ÒContem porary Dance in I ndiaÓ.  I nt ernat ional Fest ival of Contem porary 

Dance in Poland,  Bytom . 



 
2002  ÒKathak in Calcut taÓ  Annual Conference of Societ y  of Dance History 

Scholars ( SDHS) , Tem ple Universit y,  Philadelphia.  
     
2001 ÒDance,  Pleasure, and I ndian Wom an as Mult isensor ial Subj ect s,Ó at  the 

Am erican Anthropological Associat ion Annual Conference (AAA) ,  
Washington D.C. 

 
2001 ÒKathak and Public Culture,Ó at  CORD (Congress on Research in Dance) , 

New York University . 
 
2001  ÒChoreographies of Globalizat ion,Ó at  Facult y Lunch Series,  Swarthm ore 

College. 
   
2000  "Media Mediat ions and Classical I ndian Dance:  A Culture in Transit ion."  

Paper presented at  panel ( "Polit ics in Mot ion")  joint ly  organized by m e 
for the Am er ican Anthropological Associat ion Annual Conference 
(AAA) ,  San Francisco.  

 
2000  "The Mult iple Narrat ives of I ndia's Kathak Dance".  Session Chair.   Mid-  

At lant ic Region Associat ion for Asian Studies Conference (MARAS) ,  
Lehigh Universit y. 

 
2000  "Cultural Diversit y  Educat ion" .  Asian Diversit y  Out reach Program  in 

Delaware County Mem orial Hospital.   I nv it ed. 
 
2000  ÒChoreographies of the Global-Local.Ó Anthropology Departm ent ,  Bryn 

Mawr College.  I nv it ed. 
 
2000   ÒDance and Popular CultureÓ, Jadavpur University,  Calcut t a, 

Departm ent  of English.   I nvit ed. 
 
1999  ÒChoreographing Modernity:  Dance,  Public Culture, and Wom enÕs 

Ident it y.Ó  Departm ent  of Anthropology,  Tem ple University .  I nv it ed. 
 
1998  ÒVisual Anthropology and Fieldwork am ong Kathak Dancers in 

Calcut ta.Ó  Anthropological Survey of I ndia,  Calcut ta.   I nv it ed. 
 
1999   ÒGendered I dent it y  in I ndiaÕs Kathak dance.Ó  Am erican 

Anthropological Associat ion Annual Conference ( AAA) , Chicago.    
 
1999  ÒEm bodied Subj ect iv it y:  Gender, Dance and Power.Ó  Mid- At lant ic 

Region Associat ion for Asian Studies Conference (MARAS) ,  Get tysburg,  
Pennsylvania.   

 
1998  ÒThe Local I nt er face of a Globalized Modernit y:  A Case for  Kathak 

Dance in Calcut ta.Ó  Annual m eet ing of Am erican Anthropological 
Associat ion ( AAA) ,  Philadelphia. 

 
1997  ÒDance, Hegem ony,  and Nat ion:  The Const ruct ion of Classical Dance in 

I ndia.Ó Sm ithsonian I nst itut e Graduate Conference on Visual 
Anthropology (part  of Am erican Anthropological Associat ion Annual 
Conference ( AAA) , Washington D.C. 



 
Grants/Awards: 
 

 
2005  Rockys Award from  the Philadelphia Live Arts and Fringe Fest ival for 

cont ribut ion to I ndian dance. 
 
2004   Cooper Foundat ion Grant  from  Swarthm ore College for  organizing a 

three day event  of I ndian dance, m usic,  and an interdisciplinary 
sym posium  t it led ÒPerform ing Ecstasy:  Polit ics and Poet ics of Relig ion 
in South AsiaÓ held in October,  2004.  The sym posium  papers will be 
published in a m onograph. 

 
2002  Serendipity  grant  from  Swarthm ore College for  organizing an 

internat ional sym posium  on Dance in South Asia and a grant  from  the 
PresidentÕs office for publishing and dist r ibut ing the proceedings. 

 
2000  Postdoctoral Mellon Fellowship,  Swarthm ore College. 
  
2002  Cert if icate of Appreciat ion by Swarthm ore College from  the intercultural 

Center  and t he Asian- Am erican com m unit y. 
 

2001  Travel grant  to I ndia for  sum m er- f ieldwork from  Swarthm ore College.   
 
2000  Grant  from  the Departm ent  of Fem inist  and Gender Studies at  Bryn 

Mawr College for Court yard Dancers debut  presentat ion. 
 
1998/ 2000 Asian Arts I nit iat ive for  Rap Ser ies Perform ance. 
 
1999  Tem ple Universit y,  Disser tat ion Fellowship. 
 
1997  I ndia Foundat ion for  the Arts,  Bangalore,  I ndia.   Fieldwork grant  for 

disser tat ion research. 
 

 
Selected Dance Works/Performance Text: 
 
2005 Union/ Dissolut ion 
 

A collaborat ive dance theat re piece conceived and perform ed w ith theat re 
art ist  Ulla Denzer.   I t  uses an eclect ic b lend of m aterial adapted from  Peter 
WeissÕ 1965 play Marat / Sade, 13th century Persian poet  I raqiÕs Lam aÕat ,  and 
twent ieth century  Polish poet  Anna Sw ir.   KabirÕs verses ( t ranslated by Linda 
Hess and Sukhdev Singh)  fram e the ent ire p iece and form  it s core.    
 
Venue:   Painted Br ide Art  Center as par t  of t he Live Tradit ion /  Contem porary 
I ssues Perform ance Fest ival organized by The Asian Art s I n it iat ive in 
Philadelphia, Swarthm ore Facult y  Dance concert , Bryn Mawr College Faculty  
Dance Concert  as a guest  ar t ist ,  PS 122 in New York.   
     

2004  Longing   
 



This short  com posit ion explores the essence of t he aesthet ic theory of rasa 
through the em ot ional state of longing.   Rabindranath TagoreÕs poet ry is 
int erspersed w ith a t radit ional nor th I ndian song to evoke a heightened 
em ot ional state due t o the arr ival of m onsoon.   The m ovem ent  vocabulary  is 
based on t radit ional Kathak repertoire  

 
Venue:  Swarthm ore College Student  Dance Concert  

 
2003  I n Search of Sound 
 

Based on Kathak and var ious pedest r ian m ovem ents and gestures the piece 
choreographs the cacophony of sound and m ovem ent  t hat  surrounds us.  Yet  
there is an eternal quest  for clar it y and sense of self t hat  unit es us as 
hum ans.   This piece blends var ious percussion beat s from  tabla,  taiko drum s,  
and vocal tones.   
  
Selected in the art s p ick sect ion of the Philadelphia Cit y  paper. 
 
Venue:  St .  JoeÕs College for  the Philadelphia Wom enÕs Studies Consort ium .  
Swarthm ore College Student  Dance Concert .  Pragat i Bengali Associat ion in 
Philadelphia. 
 

2002 Threads:  Story  of a Sari from  Labor to Market  
 
This t hirt y- two m inute per form ance piece,  inspired by the weavers located in 
rural I ndia,  tells the story of t he j ourney of a sar i from  villages t o the global 
m arket .   The dance vocabulary is a blend of Kathak interpret ive work 
gestures, and contem porary m ovem ents.   
 
Selected in the art s p ick sect ion of the Philadelphia Cit y  paper. 
 
Venue:  Kum quat  Theat re, Philadelphia, for  t he Glue per form ance Series.   
Universit y of Pennsylvania,  Museum  of Archaeology and Anthropology. 

  
 2002 The Mahatm a is Fast ing 

 
A twenty- f ive perform ance piece specifically created for Mahatm a GandhiÕs 
bir thday celebrat ions at  the Philadelphia Museum  of Art .  The piece uses song,  
dance and poet ry  t o interpret  h is polit ical and m oral philosophy and present  
his m ethod of nonviolence as a t ool for social change. 

 
Venue:  The Philadelphia Museum  of Ar t . 

 
2000 Im agining Jam una 

 
This is a fort y-m inute com posit ion;  it  uses four  t o five dancers and is a 
cr it ique of the or ientalist  rendering of classical I ndian dance.  Using 
classical dance m ovem ents and everyday gestures, th is piece im agines 
the lives of dom est ic wom en workers whose labor m aintains the 
com for ts of bourgeois life in I ndia.  
 
Featured in the Philadelphia I nquirer  Calendar sect ion.  March 16th,  
2001.   



  
Venue:  Prem iere of ÒCourtyard DancersÓ, Goodhart  Theat re,  Bryn Mawr 
College,  sponsored by Departm ent  of Anthropology,  Art s,  Fem inist  and 
Gender Studies,  and Bryn Mawr College South Asian Wom en's Associat ion.   
Asian Art s I nit iat ive for a forum  on Wom en and Labor in the Global Econom y.   
Wom enÕs Conference at  Seton Hall College.   Fem inist  Future Conference, 
Rutgers University .  Faculty  Dance Conference, Bryn Mawr College. 
 

2001 Silencing the Nautch 
 
This twenty-m inute com posit ion uses video and dance per form ance t o 
represent  the repressed hist ory  of the (Nautch)  dancing girls in I ndia.   
The dance m ovem ents are based on t radit ional and interpret ive 
Kathak.    

 
Venue:  Prem iere of ÒCourtyard DancersÓ, Good har t  Theat re,  Bryn Mawr 
College,  sponsored by Departm ent  of Anthropology,  Art s,  Fem inist  and 
Gender Studies,  and Bryn Mawr College South Asian Wom en's Associat ion.   
Facult y Dance Concert  at  Swarthm ore College.   Asian Art s I nit iat ive,  Rap 
ser ies.   Departm ent  of Anthropology, Tem ple Universit y,  Brown Bag Lunch 
ser ies.   Sapatasur  Music Circle,  Calcut ta. 

 
2001 At  Play in t he House of t he Lord  

 
Choreographed for Student  Dance Concert  at  Swarthm ore College.  
This piece explores the relat ionship between per form ance,  play and 
ritual enactm ent .  The m usic evokes the fest ival of colors or  Holi,  
where Radha and Kr ishna play w it h colors (abir)  with friends in the 
guise of m ere m ortals.   This is known as leela or  divine play. 
                  

 
Selected Invited Presentations 
 

2006 Kathak Presentat ion at  the St . Thom as Par ish as par t  of Asian Pacific 
Heritage Month in Washington D.C. 
Washington-Lee High School with their IB Theater Arts Class 
 

2004  Kathak workshop in Poland at  the I nternat ional Contem porary Dance 
Fest ival, Bytom . 

    
2004  Court yard Dancers invit ed t o perform  for  t he Philadelphia Wom enÕs 

Studies Consort ium  at  St . JoeÕs College. 
 
2004  Kathak workshop and presentat ion at  Haverford College for  t he 

conference Rem em ber ing Rukm ini organized by Natya and t he global 
dialogue inst itut e of Haverford College. 

  
2003  Court yard dancers presented ÒIn Search of SoundÓ at  t he Bengali Puja 

Fest ival organized by Pragat i.  
 
2002  Kathak Perform ance for  I ncaf (a nonprofit  organizat ion in Los Angeles) .   

Collaborated w ith Bharatnat yam  dancers,  and nort h I ndian m usicians,  
venue UCLA. 



 
2000  Masterclass, Kathak t echnique, Haverford College, for  a course on 

Wor ld Dance. 
  
1997  Masterclass, Dance and Pluralism ,  Departm ent  of Dance, Tem ple 

Universit y.   
 
1995  Kathak perform ance at  Tem ple University , "Voice of Percussion"  

(Conwell Theat re) . 
  
1991  Kathak perform ance at  The Masonic Lodge,  Pasadena, California.   

 
 
Professional Membership 

 
Mem ber of the Am erican Anthropological Associat ion. 
 
Mem ber of Popular  Culture Associat ion. 
 
Mem ber of Societ y  of Dance History  Scholars. 
 

Service to Community:  
 

Founder and Art ist ic Director  of Courtyard Dancers,  a progressive dance 
ensem ble   based in Philadelphia.  The com panyÕs goal is to build com m unit y  
through perform ance by drawing on global and local processes that  shape 
social issues both in South Asia,  and the diaspora com m unit y  here.  
Court yard Dancers is st riving for  a com m unit y based understanding of 
anthropological and sociological issues t hrough itÕs choreographic works.  I t s 
hope is t o m ake dance/ per form ance relevant  t o our  lived experiences by 
using the id iom s of t radit ion t o engage t hem es of m odernit y.   Court yard 
Dancers are featured on the websit e of Philadelphia Culture Files 
(gophila.com ) .   

  
 Served as a Reviewer for  NSF grant  proposal on the North I ndian Courtesans. 
 

 Served as a panelist  between 2001-2004 on Philadelphia Cultural Fund peer 
rev iew panel. 

  
 I nvit ed t o serve as a curator  for  Asian Art s I nit iat ive (Philadelphia)  for a 

nat ional fest ival on Asian Am er ican per form ances ÒLive Tradit ions 
Contem porary I ssuesÓ  held in 2005. 

 
Choreographed dance it em  for  t eens for  a t elevision program  on Bengali 
culture,  organized by t he Philadelphia School Dist rict ,  1998. 

 
Conducted dance workshops for  South Asian Am erican for  the Annual North  
Am erican Bengali Associat ion Conference,  10th Anniversary Celebrat ions at  
Valley Forge,  1997. 

 


